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Samen met het legendarische CBS eye logo van de Amerikaanse grafisch designer 
Lou Dorfsman werpen we een blik op de laatste tak van onze design-boom: 
Communications. Goed design communiceert boodschappen via dans, theater, 
opera, film, games, websites en vooral door grafisch design. Een dubbelpagina 
in het midden celebreert onder andere werken van grootmeesters zoals Paul Rand, 
Saul Bass en Milton Glaser via logo’s, boek covers, advertising, instructional design 
en typografie. Maar de mooiste vorm van communiceren blijft toch nog de persoonlijke 
brief – we hebben vier voorbeelden gekozen uit de fascinerende verzameling van “Letters 
of Note” van Shaun Usher (ABC-library).
Orbis Pictus Junior 2 vind je op de laatste pagina van deze editie en een paar citaten 
zijn voor het leesplezier verstrooid doorheen het magazine. 

“Rules are good, break them” (Tibor Kalman / Graphic designer). 

v.u. Gerhard Jäger / ABC 2014 , Grafisch team: Lisa / ABC en Niko / Heartwork
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Tout comme le légendaire logo CBS-eye du graphiste américain Lou Dorfsman, nous 
jetons un œil à la dernière branche de notre arbre du design : communications.

Un bon design communique son message via la danse, le théâtre, l’opéra, le film, 
les jeux vidéos, les sites web et bien sûr et avant tout le design graphique. Une 
double page au centre du magazine célèbre notamment les travaux de grands 

maîtres tels que : Paul Rand, Saul Bass et Milton Glaser via des logos, des couver-
tures de livre, des publicités, du design de type ‘instructional’ et de la typographie. 
Mais la plus belle forme de communication reste encore et toujours la lettre person-

nelle – nous avons sélectionné quatre exemples au sein de la superbe collection “Letters 
of Note” de Shaun Usher (bibliothèque ABC). Vous retrouverez Orbis Pictus Junior 2 en 

dernière page de cette édition. Quelques citations ont également été disséminées 
tout au long du magazine pour votre plaisir. 

“Rules are good, break them” (Tibor Kalman / Graphic designer). 

E.R. Gerhard Jäger / ABC 2014, Team graphique : Lisa / ABC et Niko / Heartwork
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When I am working on a problem, I never think about beauty.
I think only how to solve the problem. But when I have finished,
if the solution is not beautiful, I know it’s wrong.

R. Buckminster Fuller

Content precedes design. Design in the absence of content is not 
design, it’s decoration.

Jeffrey Zeldman (1955) / American author on web design

Most people ignorantly suppose that artists (designers) are the decora-
tors of our human existence, the esthetes to who the cultivated may turn 
when the real business of the day is gone… Far from being merely 
decorative, the artist’s awareness is one of the few guardians of the 
inherent sanity and equilibrium of the human spirit that we have.

Robert Motherwell / Painter

The most common misperception, is the word ’design’. People think of 
primarily pretty pictures or forms. They don’t understand the depth to 
which design goes – not only in products, but in every aspect of our life. 
Whether it is the design of a program, a product or some form of com-
munication, we are living in a world that’s totally designed. Somebody 
made a decision about everything. And it was a design decision.

Sam Farber

When your work speaks for itself, don’t interrupt.

Henry J. Kaiser

Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail better.

Samuel Beckett (1906-1989) / Irish playwright, poet and writer
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If you wait around for the clouds to part and a bolt of lightning to strike 
you in the brain, you are not going to do an awful lot of work. All the best 
ideas come out of the process; they come out of the work itself. Things 
occur to you. If you’re sitting around trying to dream up a great idea, 
you can sit there long time before anything happens. But if you just get to 
work, something will occur to you and something else will occur to you 
and something else that you reject will push you in another direction.
Chuck Close

The purpose of art is to raise people to a higher level of awareness 
than they would otherwise attain on their own.

George Brassaï / Photographer, Sculptor, Filmmaker

Design is a field of concern, response and enquiry as often as decision 
and consequence… it is convenient to group (design) into three simple 
categories, though the distinctions are in no way absolute, nor are 
they always so described: product design (things), environment design 
(places) and communication design (messages).

Norman Potter

Work is life, you know, and without it, there’s nothing but fear and 
insecurity.

John Lennon / Musician and Singersongwriter

Designing is not a profession but an attitude. Design has many connota-
tions. It is the organization of materials and processes in the most produc-
tive way, in a harmonious balance of all elements necessary for a certain 
function. It is the integration of technological, social, and economical 
requirements, biological necessities, and the psychological effects of 
materials, shape, color, volume and space. Thinking in relationships.”

Laszlo Moholy-Nagy / Photographer, Graphic designer, Co-founder 
Bauhaus

Over the years, whenever I’ve shared a new idea or introduced a new 
activity to the classroom, I’ve often resorted to the phrase,”…this is the 
very best thing I do” not so much to blow my own horn, but to hopefully 
inspire people who work with children to re-connect with the unabashed 
passion and curiosity of their own childhoods and to bring it back to their 
teaching. After all, isn’t that what all children deserve from us?

Beverly Bos
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A designer should only use these 5 typefaces: 
Bodoni, Helvetica, Times Roman, Century, Futura.

Massimo Vignelli (1931) / Italian designer

Design is thinking made visual.
Saul Bass

Design is relationships. Design is a relationship between form and 
content.
Paul Rand / American graphic designer

You can say,’I love you,’ in Helvetica.
And you can say it with Helvetica Extra 
Light if you want to be really fancy. 
Or you can say it with the Extra Bold if
It’s really intensive and passionate,
you know, it might work.

Massimo Vignelli (1931) / Italian designer

I love you

I love you

i love you

Use two typeface families maximum.Ok, maybe three.
Timothy Samara / Amercican designer and educator

You don’t want the type to catch the attention of the reader’s eye more 
than the message.
Dennis Ortiz-Lopez / American typograph designer
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When a logo is designed is irrelevant; quality, not vintage nor vanity, is 
the determining factor.

If, in the business of communication, “image is king”, the essence of this 
image, the logo, is a jewel in its crown.

Paul Rand / American designer

A single type family with a variety of weights and italics should be 
enough all by itself; adding a second is nice for texture, but don’t 
overdo it. Too many typefaces are distracting and self-conscious and 
might confuse or tire the reader.

Timothy Samara / Amercian designer and educator

There are no formulas in creative work. I do many variations, which is 
a question of curiosity. I arrive at many different configurations – some 
just slight variations, others more radical – of an original idea. It’s a 
game of evolution.
Design can help inform, delight, and even persuade – assuming that 
the designer is an artist and not just someone focused on the nonsense 
of “self-expression” or on the fads of the moment.

Paul Rand / American designer
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Dear Laurence,

thank you for your gorgeous and charming 
letter, you brighten up my dim life. i read the 
whole fucking thing, dear. of course, i’d love 
to see you in your black dress and your white 
sock too. but most of all i want to see you take 
a deep breath and do whatever you must to 
survive and find something to be that you can 
love. you’re obviously a bright fucking chick, 
w / a big heart too and i want to wish you a 
(belated) HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY 21st b’day 
and happy spirit. i was very miserable and 
fighting hard on my 21st b’ day, too. people 
booed me on the stage, and i was staying in 
someone else’s house and i was scared. it’s 
been a long road since then, but pressure ne-
ver ends in this life. ‘perforation problems’ by 
the way means to me also the holes that will 
always exist in any story we try to make of our 
lives. so hang on, my love, and grow big and 
strong and take your hits and keep going.

all my love to a really beautiful girl.
		
	 that’s you laurence.

		
	 iggy pop
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Deze beelden zijn het resultaat van het werk met een groep kinderen uit de wijk rond het ABC-huis. 
Tijdens een wekelijks atelier op woensdagnamiddag maakten de kinderen kennis met het universum 
van het masker en verkenden ze lichaamstaal, beweging en schaduwspel. Een rijke ervaring die toont 
dat elk masker, elke beweging, een beeld geeft van de persoonlijkheid van het kind dat het creëerde.

Friederike Kaiser & Cosima Jentzsch met Boubacar, Elisa, Fatou, Jaëlle, Madicke, Mehdi, Ralph, 
Rebecca, Samira, Sohib, Wahil & Yasmina

Ces images sont le fruit d’un travail réalisé avec un groupe d’enfants du quartier, que ABC accueille 
tous les mercredis après-midi. Le temps d’atelier a servi à découvrir l’univers des masques et d’explorer 
d’autant les gestes corporels par le biais des ombres. Une expérience riche qui montre que chaque 
masque, chaque geste peut être une image révélatrice de la personnalité de l’enfant qui l’a crée.

Friederike Kaiser & Cosima Jentzsch avec Boubacar, Elisa, Fatou, Jaëlle, Madicke, Mehdi, Ralph, 
Rebecca, Samira, Sohib, Wahil & Yasmina
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